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Whether you’re a few months or several years away from putting a For Sale sign in your 
front yard, it’s important to know what to expect. Selling your house and moving is a big 
transition to make, but it doesn’t need to be a stressful experience. Learn how to sell a 
house the right way with the ten steps included in this guide. 

If you’re like most homeowners, your house is your biggest financial asset. It also holds 
memories and family history. You’ve spent time, money and put a lot of effort into 
making it a special place. 

There are quite a few simple and free or affordable things you can do that will help 
make your home more appealing to your potential buyer. A little effort can go a long way 
and ultimately help improve the bottom line. While your Realtor® will be able to make 
suggestions specific to your home, here are some things you can do prior to its first 
showing. 
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1. Research your local housing market… 

 

The very first thing you should do when you are considering selling your home is to 
do your homework on the value of your home. Start by researching the local housing 
market through Realtor.com. Take a look at comparable sales (commonly called 
“comps”) in your neighborhood to figure out the appropriate listing price for your 
home. Pay attention to the various comps’ square footage, features and location. 

Finally, think about how they compare to your home. For example, your neighbor’s 
home may have sold for $1 million, but if your home is considerably smaller, you’ll 
most likely need to list your house for less. Of course, a reputable Realtor® should 
be able to assist with finding comps and determining a listing price for your house. 

 

http://paradiselivingproperties.com/
https://realtor.com/
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2. Take care of your landscape… 

 

Some of the first things buyers are going to notice as they pull up to your house 
are the landscape – lawn, plants, flowerbeds, etc. It’s called “curb appeal” in the 
business and it’s a critical introduction to your property. 

No need to be extravagant, install a fountain or even hire a professional. You just 
need to make sure things look neat and preferably alive, if possible. Mow the 
lawn, trim your bushes and buy a few bags of mulch to pour in the flower beds to 
tie things together. Spruce up your home’s exterior with inexpensive shrubs and 
brightly colored flowers. You can typically get a 100-percent return on the money 
you put into your home’s curb appeal. Entryways are also important. Make it 
welcoming by putting in a small bench, a vase of fresh-cut flowers or even a plate 
of warm cookies.  
 

http://paradiselivingproperties.com/
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This is one of the simplest and most cost-effective ways to make the great first 
impression and increase your home’s value. 

3. Remove the clutter… 

 

Another very cost-effective way to improve your homes salability is tips is to make 
your home clutter free! You want to maximize the perceived space in the home. A 
cluttered home makes it feel a lot smaller than it is. This is not a good thing when 
trying to get the most you can out of your sale. Today’s buyers like bright open 
spaces unfettered by an abundance of someone’s personal property. Keep in mind 
there is a significant percentage of the population who do not have vision. Make 
things easier on the buyer by giving them something they can visualize.  

Trust us, go through everything and clear out all the non-essentials. Even if you 
don’t feel like going through all of your stuff (and who does, right?), at some point 
you are going to need to so you can move. If you’re not ready to pack up, then rent a 
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storage unit to help declutter. Once you’re done, you will be so glad that you did – 
and so will your pocketbook. 

4. Take the home out of your house… 
Closely related to decluttering your home is to de-personalize it. The more personal 
stuff in your house, the less potential buyers can imagine themselves living there. 
Consider hiring a home stager to maximize the full potential of your home. Staging 
simply means arranging your furniture to best showcase the floor plan and maximize 
the use of space. 

5. Light it up… 

 

Maximize the light in your home. After location, good light is the one thing that every 
buyer cites that they want in a home. Take down the drapes, clean the windows, 
change the lampshades, increase the wattage of your light bulbs and cut the bushes 
outside to let in sunshine. When showing your house to potential buyers, all light 
fixtures and lamps will need to be turned on. For this reason, it’s important that all 
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lights in your home have working light bulbs. Do what you can to do make your 
house bright and cheery – it will make it more sellable. 

6. Paint your interior, if it needs it… 

 

Dark, dreary colors can shrink the perception of space. Old, stained paint makes 
rooms look decrepit. Like we said above, today’s buyers like bright, open spaces. 
By painting with contemporary colors and ideally with a little insight from a 
knowledgeable Real Estate agent or interior designer, you can change the whole 
feel of your home. There is not another home improvement tip that will give you 
more bang for your buck than a fresh coat of paint. From a selling standpoint, it is 
important to stick with neutral colors. Remember, selling your home is not about 
personal preferences but appealing to the masses. Stick with off white and light 
creamy colors for maximum benefit. 

http://paradiselivingproperties.com/
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7. The kitchen comes first… 

 
 

You’re not actually selling your home, you’re selling your kitchen. Seriously, it’s 
that important. The benefits of remodeling your kitchen are endless, and the best 
part of it is that you’ll probably get 85% of the money you invest back when you 
sell it. It may be a few thousand dollars to replace countertops where a buyer 
may knock $10,000 off the asking price if your kitchen looks dated.  
 
The fastest, most inexpensive kitchen updates include painting and new cabinet 
hardware. Use a neutral-color paint so you can present buyers with a blank 
canvas where they can start envisioning their own style. If you have a little 
money to spend, buy one fancy stainless-steel appliance. Why one? Because 
when people see one high-end appliance, they think all the rest are expensive 
too. Plus, it gives your kitchen an updated feel.  
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8. Hire an Exceptional REALTOR®… 
Many people wonder how to pick a Realtor®. Without a doubt picking the right real 
estate agent when selling a home is one of the most critical aspects to having 
success.  

Unfortunately for whatever reason, lots of people don’t take the selection a real 
estate agent seriously enough. It is not hard to understand why there are so many 
complaints from consumers about bad experiences with the real estate agent they 
have chosen. 

Getting into the real estate industry is far easier than it should be. You would think 
that when people are dealing with what is usually someone’s largest asset, the bar 
would be set high for those who can do that. Clearly far too often this is not the case!  

Knowing how to select a really great Realtor® remains a low priority for numerous 
consumers. To start with, did you know there is a difference between a real estate 
agent and a Realtor®? A Realtor® is a member of the National Association of 
Realtors® which has a code of ethics that real estate agents do not have to adhere 
to. If you want to know more about why you should only hire a Realtor,® please see 
the background here. 

A good Realtor® will be able to help you with most of the items above and usually 
has recommended service providers that will just do what needs to be done for you. 
Yes, there is a cost, but investing a little up front with reliable professionals will likely 
pay huge dividends once you have a buyer. 

An experienced Realtor® can often sell your home faster, and for a better price, than 
you can on your own. This, in fact, is one of the most valuable tips for selling a 
home. An exceptional local Realtor® who knows the market like the back of their 
hand is worth having in your corner. 

http://paradiselivingproperties.com/
https://www.realtor.com/advice/buy/why-you-should-use-realtor
https://www.realtor.com/advice/buy/why-you-should-use-realtor
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9. Hire a Professional Videographer/Photographer… 

 

Given that most potential buyers search for homes online first, it’s crucial to include 
high quality, professional walk through videos and photos in your online listing. 
Without excellent video footage and high-resolution images, potential buyers may 
overlook your home. So before putting it on the market, go ahead and hire a 
professional videographer/photographer to capture your clean and staged abode. 
And if you followed our earlier tip about hiring a Realtor®, you can ask them who 
they recommend. 

10. Always be ready to show… 
Your house needs to be "show-ready" at all times – you never know when your 
buyer is going to walk through the door. You have to be available whenever they 
want to come see the place and it has to be in tip-top shape. Don’t leave dishes in 
the sink, keep the dishwasher cleaned out, the bathrooms sparkling and make sure 
there are no dust bunnies in the corners. It’s a little inconvenient, but it will get your 
house sold. 

http://paradiselivingproperties.com/
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And a bonus tip… 

11. It’s Closing Time… 

 
The day of the closing, the home’s buyer will do a “walk through” of the property 
to make sure all agreed repairs are completed and that the home is in the same 
condition as when the buyer made their offer. If problems arise at this point, the 
closing can still take place with funds held in escrow to remedy the problem. 
 
Closings usually occur 30 to 45 days after you have signed the sales contract. 
Depending on what state you reside in, you may close with an attorney, or with a 
title company. At the closing, all monies will be collected, any existing loans or 
liens will be paid, the deed will be transferred, and insurance will be issued 
insuring a free and clear title. The home seller will receive the proceeds of their 
home in one to two business days after the closing. 

 

Wrap Up… 

Selling your house is a big deal, so it’s alright to be cautious about it. When 
you’re ready to make a move, you want to do it the smart way.  These tips and 
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tricks of the trade should help you get the most when you sell your home and get 
the home sold faster. 

We hope these home selling tips pay off for you as they have for our past clients. 
We would love to answer any questions you may have, and we hope that if you 
are considering selling or buying a home here on Maui, that you consider working 
with us. We are Maui market experts and match home sellers with home buyers 
and investors to get the deal done. 

 

Miranda 
Miranda DeSoto (PB #18880) 
Email: miranda@paradiselivingproperties.com  
Personal Cell: 808-870-2425 
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